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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

TEMPORARY CHAIRMEN OF
COMMITTEES.

The PRESIDENT: I wish to announce
that in accordance with Standing Order 31A
I have appointed the following members to
act as temporary Chairmen of Committecs
during the current session, namely Hon. J
Nicholson, Hon. V. Hamersley, and Hon.
. H. Gray.

QUESTION—FRANKLAND RIVER
PASTURES.

Protfection of Asset.

Hon. C. H. WITTENOOM (for Hon. A.
Thomson) asked the Chief Secvetary: 1,
As over £70,000 has been expended by the
previous Administration in elearing land and
laying down pasturves at the Frankland
River, West of Mt. Barker, to provide work
for single men, what steps have been taken
by the Government to protect the asset
created and prevent those lands reverfing
to native bush and scrub? 2, Have the Gov-
ernment under consideration any scheme
wheveby this cleared land may be utilised,
so that the State may secure some return
for the eapital expended in this avea?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
The lands in question have recenily been
thrown open for selection, subject to the
special condition that the seclectors musk
maintain  the existing improvements. 2,
Answered by No. 1.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Second Day—~Conclusion.

Debate resumed from the 1st Aungust.
HON. C. ¥ BAXTER (East) [4+43]: At
the ontset I desire to weleome you, Sir, on
vonr return from the Old Country and fo
3]

eongratulate you upon vour good health, and
also on the fact that you have again given
useful service as an ambassador for this
State. It is pleasing to note the good health
of the Leader of the House, the Hon. Mr.
Drew, and I trust that during the eourse
of this session the Government will give full
consideration to the work of Parlinment with
a view to secing that it shall be better spread,
so as to give the Leader of the House an
opportunity to handle the business here and
still maintain his good health. The enor-
mous burden placed upon him last session
had a bad effect upon his health, and all
members were very pleased when he took a
trip with a view to recuperation. Forfun-
ately that trip well vepaid him, for I have
never seen him looking hetter than he does
to-day. I trust that for many years he will
continue to enjoy good health. It is a mat-
ter for great regret when we lose our friends,
That is all the more regrettable when ii
aceurs in the case of members of old West-
ern Australian families. I refer particu-
larly at the moment to the late Mr. A. E.
Piesse. That gentleman came of a family
which has done a great deal to build up
Western Australia. The Great Southern re-
ceived a wonderful impetns from the Piesse
family itself. Mr. Piesse was one of Nature's
gentlemen, a man in every way, He will
be a great loss to the publie life of the State,
and partienlarly, of course, to his relatives
and many friends. Fortunately, however,
some of the younger weneration of the Piesse
family are coming on, and already are ahly
following in the footsteps of the older gen-
eration. Nevertheless we regret the loss of
a good servant of the country., The name
of Piesse will go down for all times as heing
associated with those who have done so much
to make Western Australia what it is. The
publie life of the State hasz also lost a fine
man in the late Mr. Harry Griffiths, Probably
1 knew that gentleman more intimately than
most members of this Chamber. Ie was one
of the hardest worked men I know. ITe took
his work very seriously and strove arduously
on behalf of the people he represented. No
doubt the strenuous lite he led greatly
affected his health. Although he was not a
member of this Chamber, I feel that our
svmpathies go out to those he left behind.
He also will be a great loss to our publie
hfe. Indeed. public life exacts a heavy toll
upon those who take pari in it. We now
have that energetic Minister, Hon. J. J.
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Kenneally, laid aside. There is no doubs
that if anyone has taken his position seri-
onsly and worked hard it is Mr. Kenneally.
We must surely eommend him for the seri-
ous manner in whieh he has undertaken his
duties, and for the way in which he has en-
deavoured to improve the situation regard-
mg unemployment. I trust it will not be
long before the Alinister is on the road to
recovery and that in the near future he will
he ahout again enjoving good health. Gov-
ernor’s Speeches, session after session, seem
gradually to be weakening. The Speech now
before us is mainly a repetition of things
that are already known to everyone. AMy.
Fraser sugpested that the document should
he bound and distributed to sehool children.

Hon. J. Corneli: God forhid!

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: It may be of some
value to school children, hut T davesay many
of them alreadv Fknow of the thingd
that are referred to in the document.
The Speech may bhe of some value as
a record. Although the hon, wmwember
was serions in  his  suggestion, I feel
that a good deal of vidieule e¢an he attached
to it from the point of view of any henefit
it may be to school children. The Speech
should be drawn for the benefit of the tax-
payers. My conception of such a document
is that it should be an account of the stew-
ardship of the Government, theiv policy, and
an outline of the expenditure of publie
funds. The Government should present a
report showing the year’s expenditure, and
the results or prospective results of such
expenditure. It should show also the pros-
pective revenne, and whether the funds used
are likely to produce interest and sinking
fund. The Specch should explain the policy
of the Government concerning the present
finaneial year and the expenditure generally.
Surely Governments should not consider
themselves immune from having to render
an account of their stewardship concerninz
what is the electors’ business. Not the
slightest reference bas been made in the
Speech to the heavy loss sustained as a re-
st of the gold miners’ disastrous strike,
Even those who may he biassed must admic
that it was a strike which reflected
against the Covernment, inasmueh a5
they ignored the laws of the State. The duty
of the Government is to govern the State
and administer its laws, this being amongst
the most important of their duties. Parlia-
ment is established by the electors to frame

laws for the good of the people. Govern-
ments are returned to administer the law
fearlessly and justly. The present Govern-
ment, however, usurped the authority of Par-
liament and of the Arhitration Court. When
our laws are not strietly adhéred to, thers
is alwnys a danger that this will strike at
the foundations of the safety and
well-being of the people. The action of
the Government with respect to the min-
ers’ strike is not the only oceasion when
they have fransgressed. It is, however,
an outstanding instanee of the kind, and
is the worst case of interference with the
law by any Government. The Lahour Party
is very proud of the Arbitration Court, and
a Labour Government should see that the
arbitration Iaws are soundly administered.
Apparently, only these portions of the In-
dustrial Arbitration Aet that are of hene-
fit to Glovernment supporters are recognised.
Tt emplovers transgress ever so slightly,
the Act is applied rigidly. The cmplovees
only abide by the Act and the decisions of
the court if they are favowrable. The Act
is very definile as regards strikes and lock-
outs, but when a strike occurs no action is
taken. The indusirial arbitration system
of Western Australia is based on the as-
samption that the terms of the Industrial
Arbitration Aet of 1923, and all of the
other Arbitration Acts, shall be rigidly ob-
served by the worker and employer alike.
The suecess of arbitration rests upon its
ability to hold the balance of equity and
justice evenly between the parties con.
cerned. Part 2 of the Act provides for the
establishment of unions and associations of
workers, and of employers. Part 9 refers
to strikes and lock-euts. It providez for

the  prohibition of strikes and lock-
outs, and for the proper observance
of awards and agreements made by
the court. It also provides for pen-

alties in the ease of the non-observance
of determinations made in pursnance of
the Aect. This part of the Act makes it
clear how serious a matter it is for the
workers to cease their employment, and
there are elaborate provisions for the pre-
vention of such a thing. Whiist the penal
seetions of the Act are rigorously enforced
against employers of labour, and are freely
imposed, we find that in practically no case
where the worker has seriously infringed
the provisions of the Aet, is he subjected
to the penalties. An employer may he
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guilty of a breach of the Act in respect
of one word or merely on technical grounds,
but a prosecution is absolutely certain un-
less he 1z able to effect out of eourt a settle-
ment that is satisfactory to the complainant
union. All unions, as well as shops and
faetorv inspectors can prosecute employers.
Every union secretary and every inspector
becomes, as it were, an industrial policeman
under the Act. A Dbody of workers may
eommit a breach of the Act and be subject
to heavy penalties, but for the lack of some-
one willing to issue the necessary summons,
no prosecution is made.

Hon. G. W Miles: Cannof the employers
prosecute?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Employers may
institute proceedings against unions or
against individual workers, but surely it
is not their funciion to vindicate the Aect.
Emplovers generally feel justified in re-
fusing to prosecute, becanse such an zct
on their part is invariably regarded as vin-
dictive. In cases where employers have
taken that course it is known that indus-
trial relations have been seriously affected.
Surely Parliament, which conceived the
arhitration system, intended that to ensure
its success everv part of the Aci should be
properly administered, so that the balance
might be held cvenly as between employer
and employvee. If this is admitted it fol-
lows that the Government of the day must
accept the responsibility of seeing that
their officers comply with the law without
fear or favour. It should not matter to
what industrial camp the delinguent be-
longs. In the case under review the Min-
jster for Mines said the men were on strike,
I will quote his exact words, as they appear
in ‘“The West Australian’ of 4th February
last. He said—

If a Labour government had not Dbeen in
power every member of this union would
have been in court, for in my opinion and in
the opinion of the Crown Law Department
the men who have stopped work on mines
working two shifts a day are on strike.
That was a strong statement for the Ain-
ister to make. If another Government had
been in power they would have ecarried out
the law which the present Government
would not do. The extract continues—

A voice: T think the gold mining leases of
the principal mines on the Golden Alile were
recommenmlded for renewal recently. Have the
leases been renewed?

Mr, Munsie: Xo, they were not granted,

It is a serions stafte of affairs if the laws
made by Parliament are to le treated
in this wav. It is the duty of
the Government fo uphold the law
and to instruct the Crown Law authorities
to take proceedings where necessary. In-
stead of doing thelr duty they encouraged
the strikers to flout the law, and the Arbi-
tration Court whigh was practically of their
own making. Tt is very interesting to read
the correspondence and to see how things
finished as between the Government and tha
mine employers. I have here an extract from
“The West Aunstralian” of the 18th Febru-
ary, dealing with the eorrespondence hetween
the Premier and the Secretary to the Cham-
ber of Aines, AMr. J. W. Anderton. It is
as follows:—

Referring to the many interviews which
liave taken place during the dispute between
the sub-committee of your Cabinet and the
special committee of the Chamber of Mines,
I am directed to say, following to-day’s con-
ference, that as you have repeatedly refused
to agree to any modification whatever of the
terms of settlement passed at the mass meet-
ing of the members of the A'W.U. on Satur-
day last, and have net taken any action to
cuforec the provisions of the Industrial Arbi-
tration Act agninst the strilkers, and have
further expressed the determination of your
Government to assist by all means in its
power, the enforecement of the union's resolve
to stand for a 44-hour week, it is impossible
for the members of the Chamber of Mines to
continne negotiations, and I have been in-
strueted to advise you that:—

(1) Owing to the attitude of the Govern-
ment in its sapport of the AW.U. mining
branch in the present dispute it has hecome
impossible for the Chamber of Mines to
adhere to the stand taken by it on the ques-
tion of the 40-48 hour fortnight and to main-
tain its rights under the recent Arbitration
Counrt award.

(2) The Chamber therefore is forced to
aecept the terms embodied in the resolution
passed by the mass meeting of the A W.U,
held at Boulder on Saturday the 9th instant,
as follows—

(a) All mea to return to work immediately
on {he 40-45 hours fortnight on the
conditions that 2 vote be taken as
soon  as possible—such vote to be
completed within six {6) wecks—on
the two alternatives provided in the
award, that is to say, as to whether
the standnrd hours shonld be 40-48
hours per fortnight or 44-hour week
for men other than eontinuous work-
ers on the surface; such vote to be
arranged and taken by officers of the
FEleetoral Department and to include
all A.W.T. members only, not being
salaried staffs. The deeision arrived
at by such vote to be binding on all
parties.
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(h} That under the 40-48 hours fortnight
all men so employed will be guaran-
teed 12 shifts’ pay for 11 shifts
worked, the daily payment per shift
to be at the rate of one and one-
eleventh shifts’ pay.

{¢) That under any roster system to be
used no workers shall be reguired to
work underground in the production
of ore or in development work after
4 p.m. on any Saturday.

(d) That both sides agree to make joint
application to have the decision of
the ballot and the two other condi-
tions embodied in the award,

{3) The chamber’s decision is due to the
Government having aceepted tull responsi-
hility for its action in compelling the cham-
ber to take the course outlined in paragraphs
1 and 2 of this letter.

Subjeet to your acceptance of the fore-
going, the members of the Chamber of Mines
propose, under protest, to rc-open the mines
on the terms abovementioned und which you
assure us have thce Government’s endorse-
ment,

The I'remier’s reply was as follows:—

I lave to acknowledge receipt of your

letter of even date, and in reply to inform
you that I can now see mo bar to the mines
resuming work immediately,
Thus we find that the people who have in-
vested monegy in this State discover that a
real danger exists, more especially when the
Government openly declare that they ave
supporting the union in their action. Here
is an oxtract from the “West Australian’’
of the 11th Febrnary, which shows what Mr.
Munsie said:—

Eventually the Government has been able
to get the Chamher of Mines to realise that
it not only had the opposition of the union
to its proposal for the 88-hour fortnight, hut
also the opposition of the Govermment.

Mr. Munsie further stated that the Labour
Government had brought the Chamber to
this position and “it is up fo us te hack them
up.” I do not intend to refer to the men's
demands; they arve beside the question. We
are eoncerned with the administration of the
laws of the country, and in the eircum-
stances, therefore, opinions are valueless.
The Arbitration Court was the authority
to deal with the dispute, but the Govern-
ment ignored authovity and hecame a law
unto themselves. Probably, when replving,
the Chief Seerctarv will recite the sentences
of a few persons who have declared their
svmpathy with the men. Such references
will be worthless becanse the men were on
strike and knowingly defied the law of the
country. Furthermore, it often happens
nowadays that the persons who wish to gain
favours, or who may he in receipt of them,

are every ready to give support to gain ad-
vantages in the future. My confention is
that this strike has done more harm io in-
vestments in this country than anything else
that has ever occurred. Investors are afraid
to let us have any of their money for the
reason that they do not know where they
stand in respect to a law that may have to
be enforced. The action of the Government
in not respecting the law in both the miners’
strike ond the Kurrawang strike has been
the cnuse of the present foundry strike, and
even on this matter they will not take action
beyond expressing a few platitudes. Those
platitudes have no effeet whatever. The
sacred duty entrusted to the Government of

administering the laws has been mis-
placed. The action of the Government
has ecaused tuneasiness regarding whaf
may happen in the future. A num-
ber  of  representative gentlemen  ap-

proached the Minister for Labour regarding
the present strike of foundry workers and
in doing =y submitted thelr case in
writing. Those gentlemen represented the
main industries of the State, and their de-
sires were, if possible, to have the arbitra-
tion laws enforeced, with a view not only
of bringing the strike to an end and pre-
venting an extension of the trouble, but
of creating confidence that the State’s acti-
vities and industries would be carried on
legally and peacefully. To their astonish-
ment, and the consternation of the publie
generally, the Minister refused to disenss
the matter with the deputation unless the
docutment setting out their case was with-
dgrawn, He also stated that the whole
matter was political and added that it was
insulting as well. Tt was the Minister’s
own action that made it political. He was
pressed several times to state what portion
or portions were insulting, but declined to
reply. Had the partienlars not been fur-
nished beforehand, he may have had
grounds for complaint. 1 have read the
doenment cavefully and cannot find any
portion that is not substantiated by facts,
Mr. Fraser, in moving the adoption of the
Address-in-reply at the previous sitting, re-
ferred to the introduction of the Electoral
Bill in the near future. As this matter
received the attention of a Royal Commis-
sion of whieh I was a member, I do not
intend to refer to it now, but to give full
effect to the recommendations of the Com.
mission, it will be necessary to amend thé
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Constitution Acts. As probably these
amendments are now in course of prepara-
tion, I suggest that the Government give
full eonsideration to additional amend-
ments. Regarding a redistribution of boun:
daries, consideration should be given to
the number of members required. At the
present time members arc called upon fo
do many things quite apart from legislat-
ing. If the position were reconstructed id
vevert to legislative work only, the num
ber of members could be veduced. 1 sug-
vest that the number of Assembly repre
sentatives be reduced to 30, and the Legis-
lative Couneil to 20. This, however, counl:d
only give satisfaction if the alteration of
duties I suggest were made. The numerieal
strength of portfoliced Ministers shonld be
considered uite apart from the question
referred to. At present eight portfolioed
Ministers may be appointed, and this nam-
ber exists with an addition of an Honorary
Minister. From myv experience, I sav defin-
itely there is no need for more than six
AMinisters holding portfolios. The need
for so many Ministers oecurs through the
protracted absence of some members of
the Government from their offices, attend-
ing to different matters affecting the wel
fare of the State. As a rule, visits that
are paid to various parts of the Stafe are
benefieial, but the spirit of wanderlust
which promotes the extensive travelling
Intely done by the public men of the Com-
monwealth is not warranted. That, how-
ever, is heside the question; the importani
part iz that many Ministries have short
lives. JMinistries come and Ministries go
The persons who should travel to make
investigations are the executive heads of
depavtments. Their positions are much
more stable than those of Ministers., In
this way six Ministers eould do full justice
to the work required of them. MMr. Fraser,
in the course of his remarks, referred in
glowing terms to the present Government’s
activities in respect of the unemployed.
Apparently he has been unable to analyse
the ehangé in conditions since the previous
(iovernment were in power. Has the hon.
member  considered the incereased employ-
ment in the goldmining industry, made
possible and fostered by the increased price
of gold and the exchange? Is he not aware
that through fear, people ceased to operate
daring the first few years of the crisis,
that financiers tichtened up and that indus-

try languished for want of knowledge in
the direction of how the erisis would end?
But after the operation of the Premiers’
Plan and other emergency legislation, as
well us careful administration by Govern-
ments during the first three years of the
erisis, reasonable confidence was restored.
There was also the fact that the high rate
of exchange to an extent prevented the
transfer of money from the Commonwealth,
and foreign companies began to look for
avenues of investment in Austrabia, Build-
ing operations were inereased, and other
industries were stimulated.  Unfortunately,
however, the trade cannot now he supplied to
the extent of its reruivements. Timber
and bricks are secarce. Those engaged in
the former industry wanted the men to
work overtime, hut the unions objected.

Hon. G. W. Miles: There has also been
an ing¢rease in the export timber trade.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Even within the
State, business has increased. A tremend-
ous quantity of timber was heaped up, and
hricks also were heaped up that eould not
he disposed of. There was a pareel of bricks
at the brickworks that it was thought could
never be disposed of, but all of those hricks
have gone into buildings. Mv. Fraser should
he a little considerate. Still, T suppose we
camnot blame him so mueh, seeing that he re-
ceives his lead from his chief, the 'remier.
Let me quote from an illuminating circalar
issued under the date of 2nd August, as fol-
lows:—

Mr. Collier laid cmphasis on the improve-
ment effected in the State’s financial posi-
tion, pointing out that in the three years
prior to Labour taking oftice, the deficits
aggregated £3,843,000, by far the highest ever
recorded in the State for such a period. The
Labour Government’s deficits, on the other
hand, were—1933-34, £789,000; 1934.35, £167-
000.  After alluding to the trecatment of the
State’s requests by the Loan Couneil, which,
he claimed, showed that the e¢redit of the
Labour Government stands very high with
that body, the Premier made extended re-
ference to the Government’s cfforts to pro-
vide employvment and to stimulate trade. The
Government, he said, embarked on a pro-
gramme of moderate loan expenditure aver-
aging £2,710,0600 a year over its term of office.
T do not know how long that ¢an continue.
The extract continuned—

Many of its eritics, particularly the
Leader of the XNational Party, had accused
Labour of extravagant loan expenditure.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Borrowing themselves
into prosperity!
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Ton. C. F. BAXTER: Yes. Tiwe extrvact
continned—

‘It has also been said,’’ MMr. Collier

stated, ‘‘that we are running the State

heavily into debt and are getting nothing to
show for it. Daring its three years in office
the previous Government inereased the in-
debtedness of the State for loan works and
for deficits by £9,200,000. The inereased in-
debtedness inenrred by the Labour Govern-
ment for the same purposes for our three
years will be £8,340,000. The difference is
only £140,000 spread over three years,

Hon. J. Cornell: 1t was nearly fifty-fifty.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: But under an en-
tirely different set of eircumstances. This
State should look fo a tremendous redue-
tion in the burden of debt piled up during
the three vears of erisis. T eannot reconcile
the figures quoted by AMr. Collier. If his
figures are correct, the fizures sapplied to
me must be wrong.

Ion. J. Cornell: He has an election ahead.

Heon. C. F. BAXTER: That is so. The
amount Mr. Collier quoted as the Labour
Government’s inercased indebtedness was
£0,340,000. The deficit for 1933-34 was
£788,012 and for 1934-33, £167,029, while
the estimated deficit for 1933-36 is £260,000.
Loan  expenditure in 1933-34 totalled
£2,664022, in 193435, £2,780,000, and the
amount  for 1933-36 1x £9,860,000, a total
of £0,519,000. That exceeds the amount re-
corded against the previous Government by
£540,000, not £140,000 as stated hy Mr. Col-
lier. It would be well to analyse the finan-
cial position and ascertain whether there is
any justification for the claim that the pre-
sent Government have exceeded the achieve-
ment of the Mitchell Government during the
vears of erisis by a sum of only £140,000,
The average annual expenditure during the
previous Labour vegime, 1924-30, on loan
acecunt was £4,173,000, and on  revenue
account £9,566,000, a total of £13,739,000.
During the term of the Mitehell Government,
1930-33, the average annual expenditure on
Inan account was £1,7806,000, and on revenue
account £9,632,000, a total of £11,418,000.
During Labour's term in 1933-33, the aver-
age annnal expenditure on loan account was
£2.003,000,  and on  revenue account
£9,383,000, » total of £12,288,000. Thus the
average annual expenditure during 1930-33
was £2,321,000 less than that for the 192.4-30

period, and £870.000 less than for the
1933-35 period. In addition, the Labonr
Government in 1933-37 received special

grants from the Yedernl Government to

assist employment. Those grants consisted
of £125,000 for couniry water supplies,
£100,000 for eneouragement of afforestation
and £60,000 for assistance to the mining in-
dustry. The average annual receipts from
petrol tax during the 1930-33 period
amounted to £366,000, but the average an-
nual amount for the 1933-35 period reached
£443,000, an inerease of £77,000.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Have you the Federal
grants for the same period?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Yes, I have men-
tigned some of the items,

Hon. G. W. Miles: There were others.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Yes. The figures
show that the average annnal expendifure in
the 1933-35 period exceeded that of the
1930-33 period by £1,090,000. Yet Mr. Col-
lier considers that his Government have not
done so badly. TLet me recall a statement
I made in the Hounse in 1930, reeorded in
“Hansard” Vol. 1, page 506—

The deficiency in the Loan account and the
deficit total £3,553,000, and the present Gov-
ernment must redeem the destitugion of the
Collicr Government by raising that amount
by loans. The stupendouos feat of the Collier
Government in spending £25,000,000 of loan
money in six years was an act peenlinr to
their own ability, and they eapped that ex-
traordinary achievement by getting rid of
£3,600,000 of loan money in the vear 1928-30,
An incontrovertible faet in the discomfiture
of the opponents of the Government is that
the public wns told that the loan authorised
by the February Loan Couneil for this State
wonld be £2,806,000. With that amount much
could be done by the Government in the cm-
ployment of the people, but the amount has
sinee been reduced to £1,730,000. That mcans
that the Government will have nearly
£2,000,000 less toan money to spend this vear
as against the expenditure of 1929-30.

The Mitehell Government’s expenditure was

£2,000,000 less in the first year, and
their average in the three years was

£1,000,000 less than the Government have
expended in the last two vears. 1 should
like to know where all this is going to end.
The Commonwealth Government are con-
tineally going on to the market for huge
loans. There arve people who are glad to
invesi their money in Government honds.
When money is horrowed by Governments
in such large amounts, it means there is so
much less money in the hands of investors to
exploit industry. AMoney borrowed by Gov-
ernments finds it way into channels, the
majority of which will not earn interest and
sinking fund. The Government are piling
up the public debt and taking money from
those who would get better service from it,
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Where is all this going to end? Each year
our interest commitments are increasing.
How long shall we be ahle to continue hor-
rowing as we have heen doing? When bor-
rowing is cut down, what then will he the
position? We shall soon reach a stage
when we shall be unable to find the requi-
site money with which to meet our interest
commitments. Let us consider now tax
collections, which form a very important
part of the vevenue of the eountry. Tax
collections from all sources in 1931-32
amounted (o £1,007,000, and in 1932-33 to
£1,125,000. Those were the years of the
Mitchell administration. Taking now ihe
term of the Collier Government, in 1933-54,
tax collections totalled £1,369,000, and in
1934-35, £1.902,000. The financial emur-
geney tax in 1932-33 operated for only a
hrief period and realised £202,000, In 1032-
34 that tax yielded £412,000, and in 1934-
35, £685,000. That was a special tax im-
posed as an emevgency,

Hon. G. W, Jliles: You prophesied that it
would reach £600,000.

Hon. C. I, BAXTER: Yes. Income Lix
collections for the wear 1931-32 tolailed
£260,000, for 1932-33 £169,000, for 19333
£173,000, and for 1934-35 £175,000. This
last figure is an estimate. The revenue for
1930-31  was  £5,637,000, ftor 1931.32
£8,035,000, For 1933-34—the first veur of
the Collier Government—£8,482,000, and for
1934-35 £9,331,000. So that the present
Government, in their sceond vear, had a
revenue exceeding by £1,206,000 the reverue
obtained in the second vear of the previous
Government. At the 30th June, 1954 ihe
public debt of Western Australia amouniad
to £85,000,000. That debt requires a maiicr
of £4,103,000 for payment of interest, sink-
ing fund, and exchange. Thus it is »een
that about half of our revenue is needed
to pay intevest, sinking fund, and exchunge.
Can hon. members point out to me anx way
in which we can escape being foreed to in-
crease taxation?! Is there any other way
ouf, unless some alteration 1s made with
vegard to the syvstem of econtinuing to pile
up our public debt? T greatly regret that
there is still but little brightness from the
aspeet of mast of our primary indusicies.
Passing strange it is, too, how litile lax
been done for those industries. In pont
of fact, this matter alwavs seems to be lett
to the last moment. I well remember how
during the last forinight of the Parliawnen-
tary life of the Mitchell Government the

then Leader of the Opposition, Mr. Collier,
moved the adjournment of the Housr to
consider the position of the farmers. Thas
was on the 15th Decembor, 1932, Mr. Col-
lier's speech on that oeeasion, like the speech
which 1 quoted a little while ago, attempting
to justifv his Government's finance, voiced
the conrern of the then Opposition for
Western \ustralian producers. The motion
for adjournment was moved a few months
pior to Lhe general election. TLet me read
some exiraels from Mr. Collier’s speech-—

It is admitted on all sides that the position

of our farmers is desperate in the cxtreme,
Uniess  something more than appears at
present can be done to assist these people in
their difficnities, T am afraid the selveney of
the State will be endangered . . . . It would
not matter very much to the future solvency
of the Commonwealth if a great number of
citv interests were to close nltogether; the
country would carry on. But it means all
and evervthing to this country if the primary
producers arc umable to carry on. Every
thinking man must have no other conclusion
than that there is nothing but stark inselv.
cney facing the Commonwealth if the primary
producers are driven off their holdings by
beinyg unable to carry on. Xo sacrifice is too
great in aorder that that should be avoided.
..... The wheatgrowers of this State have
had three years of distressfnl times, three
vears in which they have giveu their labour
and time and money, only to find ot the end
of each of those vears that their operations
have showan a considerable loss,
Apparently Mr. Collier did not diseover
until the 13th December, 1932, a trouble
which had existed for three veavs, the fact
that these people were suffering. What Jr.
Collier advoeated was cxpressed in these
words—

T will tell the Premier what J would do. I
would make £100,0600 avatlable to the wheat-
growers, and by doing so T would increase the
defieit hy that amount, making it £563,000.
T woulill then go to the Loan Council and fight
them on it.

It seems that in 1932 My, Collier suddenly
beeame cextremely concerned ahout ilwe
unfortunate producers of Western Austra-
lia. Has anyv alteration taken place in that
respeet? Has the situation improved? Of
course not, The position of the farmers is
now far worse than it was in 1932, Has
Mr. Collier found the sum of £100,000 for
them? I suggest that the Chief Secretary,
in replying, should state what the present
Giovernment have done for the primary in-
dustries. The Commonwealth Government
have done something. Heaven knows the
suffering people conld do with the £100,000.
which might well have been made available
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to them while there has been so mueh rev-
enue coming in. The Collier Government
could even have made available £50,000
above the sum indicated to suceour the
farmers who Mr. Collier says, and I agreo
with him, mean so mueh to the State.

Hon. J. Nicholson: The Premier might
have been thinking of the expenditure on
bulk handling.

Hon, V. Hamersley: He could not have
thought that, secing we were so frequently
told that bulk handling would not come
about.

Hon. C. F, BAXTER: T wish to refer to
a certain compulsion which has been exer-
eised by the present Government. A great
deal has been said at various times regard-
ing unemployment, a matter with which I
do not intend to deal af present. I must,
however, deal with the Government’s action
in eompelling unemployed men fto join a
union, an aetion which in my opinion is
regrettable. Why force men on sustenance
work, who have to submit or else starve,
to pay part of what they receive—and
Heaven knows it is little enough—into
union funds?

Hon. G. W. Miles: That is to say, into
a politieal fund.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: In order that those
contributions might he made, the families
of sustenance workers conld lack the neces-
saries of life. Muech of the money we have
borrowed in recent years was borrowed for
the purpose of succouring the unemployed.
When borrowed meney is being spent, it is
not right to take advantage of the position
to eoerce men unfortunate enough to he
getting only sustenance work, to pay into
union funds. Sueh workers should have
heen nllowed to go free of contributions for
the time heing. To use loan money for the
purpose of paving inte unien funds is, 1
consider, ont of all reason. Another mat-
ter which is highly serious and reflects on
the State is the deportation of a number
of British people from Western Australia.
In the past we have always cried out for
population. We won the goodwill of the
Imperial Government in the matter of papu-
lation being sent fo this State. We pos-
sessed that goodwill. The Tmperinl Gov-
ernment spent money to send British people
out here. Now we discover, mueh to owr
surprise, that the State Government have
been finding money to send migrants bael:

to the British Isles. YWhat this State wants

iz population.

Flon. A. M. Clydesdale: Of the proper
type, though.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Proper type! I
have employed hundreds of migrants, and
I know as much about the imported man
as does any other member of the Chamber,
I have here a report which appeared in
““The West Australian’’ of the 1st June
on the subject of repatriation of migrants.
It reads—

Canberra, May 31.—The repatriation of
British migrants from Western Australia was
the subject of discussions to-day between the
Tremier of Western Australia (Mr. Collier),
the Minister for the Inmterior (Mr. Paterson),
and the representative of the British Govern-
ment (Mr. E, T. Crutchley). During the past
18 months the Government of Western Aus-
tralin has provided financial assistance to
enable a large number of migrants who were
dissatisfied with conditions in Australia to
return to Britain. Tt is understood that this
policy is strongly opposed by the British
Government, whose attitude was conveyed fo
Mr. Collier hy Mr. OCruichley and was sup-
ported in prineiple Dby the Commonwealth
representative, Mr. Paterson. Tt was pointed
out that these migrants were practically all
people whose fares to Australia had been pro-
vided originally by the British and Common-
wealth Governments, and also that while in
many cases adults might be dissatisfied with
their conditions of life in Awustralia, their
children wonld, in fact, have greater oppor-
tunities here than they would in Englanid,
where they, ns well as their parents, would in
practically all cnses hecome a charge on the
Government. Tt was contended that most
mirrants went through periods of intense dis-
satisfaction with the countries of their adop-
tion, and that this fecling naturally was
aggravated in times of economic stress such
as the present. Tn most eases, however, they
got over this fecling and beecnme, as their
children almost inevitably did, good ecitizens
of their mew counttics. Tn these eirenm-
stanees it was held to he & mistake in the
interests of the migrants, as well as in those
of the Governments concerned, to repatriate
them freely. Mr. Collier said that he would
ronsider the views which had been cxpressed,
but he declined to give any undertaking
as to 2 change of his Government’s policy,
particularly in the case of persons who were
ill and friendless in Awstralia, as he thought
that it was degirable from every point of
view to enable people in these circumstances
to return to England. where they would he
among relatives and friends.

The report also indicates that the matter was
taken up in the House of Commons, and
that iz a most regrettable feature. I cer-
tninly realise that we had trouble with agita-
tors, who have been eommon in past vears.
The present Government have taken advant-
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age of that position to get rid of migrants
who took up eries. Apparently if was only
a matter of a person kicking up a row {o
get him a trip to the Old Country with a
few shillines in his pocket. 1 would like
a list of names of deported persons to be
published, and a statement of the cost of
deporting them. T think the names of the
agitators 1 allude to would be found on that
list.  In former days there was a grudge
here against anybody coming to Western
Australian from the Bastern States. But
why say that we want to get this vast State
populated when we are sending back
migrants? People from the 0Old Country
are alwavs apt to be discontented at first
in Australia, especially in times of depres-
sion. Any onc of us would hecome dizcon-
tented under similar conditions. But that
handicap of discontent can be lived down,
and the discontented can become good citi-
zens, It is surprising how the leaders of
the present Government, when short of an
argument, refleet upon this Chamber. In a
statement reeently the Premier remarked
upon what would have heen done had it not
been for the action taken by ihe Legisla-
tive Council; and the former Minister for
Works, Mr. McCallun, shortly after ihe fer-
mination of the session last year, launched
an attack upon the Legislative Conneil dur-
ing the course of a long statement in the
Press. We were accused of holding up meas-
ares! T believe that members of this Cham-
ber feel as I do towards the Leader of the
House. We were sympathetic towards him
in consequence of the way legislation was
placed before this Chamber last session. Not
one of us was responsible for holding up
that legislation and least of all was the Chief
Seeretary responsible. Mr, MeCallum should
have conferred with the Chief Secretary be-
fore he issued that Press statement. The
ouly tfime a few Bills were held up was when
the Hongrary Minister, Mr. Kitson, was ab-
sent in the Eastern States for three or fonr
weeks. That was neecessary in order that he
might deal with his own legislation. In
those eirenmstances, why should this Cham-
ber have heen accused of holding up the
(rovernment’s legislative programme? On
the conirary, members of this Chamber have
heen very conmsiderate to the Government,
more considerate than I desired them to he,
particularly with regard fo taxafion. In
that respect, meabers here have, practically
speaking, refu~ed the Government nothing.

It does not matter one iota to members of
this Clhiamber which Government may be in
power, It does not matier who Ministers
may be; this Chamber will continue to sernt-
inize keenly the legislation submitted to
them. MYy own expericnee when 1 was
Lender of the House was that [ received
more opposition from memhbers of my own
peditical ereed that from other members of
the Council. 1 had to thank My, Gray and
ather Laboutr wenthers for the support they
cave me on various océasions. I am sure
iat that i< the feeling that prevaiils
thronghout  this Chamber.  We are not
simt e aad it does not omatter
whkich Government may  be in  power;
we are here to legislate in the inter-
ests of the State as a whole, irrespec-
tive of Governments. Members wounld
have no right to pursue the courze that the
Premicy and his former Ministertal ¢ol-
league accused them of adopting. We are
sent to {his Chamber to deal fairly and
equitably with legislation that is presented
by Ministers whom the people have placed
in power. On the other hand, it would not
have heen rvight had we not adopted the
critical attitude that we have always pwr-
suaed in the past. There is one matter re-
garding the northern part of the State to
which T desire to refer, lest there should
be any suggestion to indulge in some wildly
extravaganl expenditure there. I would not
refer to it were it nol for the fact that
reecently a Federal Minister toured that part
of Western Australin and both he and now
AMe. €. W. D. Conacher, who represents
Vestev’s interests in Australia and is gen-
ctal manager in Australia for the Blue Star
Line, have stressed the necessity for the
construction of a railway tapping the pas-
toral areas of the North and terminating ut
Wyndham. Other things are required ip
the North hefore a railway is construeted
there, and those neecessities must be atterded
to or production in that part of the State
will cease altogether. lonev is nceded so
that the pastoralists may effect additional
improvements to their holdings. 1 do not
include Vesteys, which firm can find all the
money that is necessary for the work they
requite to undertake, but other holders of
pastoral leases in the North are not in that
happy posttion. They require more pa:l-
docks and additional water supplies. Fur-
thermore, they require loans to cnable them
to improve the standard of their herds. It
is essential that first quality heef caitla

feoate,
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shall be produced hefore we talk ahout mae-
keting chilled beef.

Hon. A. M. Clydesdale: And our growers
must compete with those of the Argentine,

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: That is so; they
will have to face quite & lot of eompetition
in oversea markets, The remedy does not
lie in the conslruction of a railway to Wynd-
ham, nor do I agree that a railway turnishes
the best means of transport for cattle from
the holding to the works. We know that
when transported by rail eattle get knocked
about and arc bruised. What the people of
the North have vet lo realise is that thev
must provide suitable holding grounds with-
in casy aecess of the freezing works so that
their eattle wmay be brought in the vear be-
fore they are to be put through the freezers.
If that were done the bheasts would recover
from their ovevlanding and would be in
prime condition for slaughtering when the
season opened. It is useless fo talk about
trucking beasts over long distances. Unless
the heef is of prime guality, it is useless for
the London market. Any funds that can he
provided should be made available to the
pastoralists who are already on their hold-
ings and so encouvrage them to breed up the
right type of cattle. At the present Lime
it 13 futile to talk about the construction of
a railway to Wyndham. I congratulale the
Government upon one step they have taken
in the interests of the northern parts of the
State and that iz the appointment of a flv-
ing doctor. Their action in that direction
fulfils a long-felt want. It is a pity that
some such step was not taken many vears
ago, for it wonld have saved many lives and
much suffering. I am indeed pleased that
the Government have taken action along
those lines and I also eommend them on
their appointment of the doctor. I do nut
know Dr. Davis very well personally, bnt
I know inm well from the standpoint of his
work. The Government could not have
made a beiter scleetion and members can
rest assured that the service Dr, Davis will
render in the interests of the State will be
all that they eould desire.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Dr. Davis is not the
fiying doctor: he is the doctor appointed
to deal with the aborigines.

Hon. C. P. BAXTER.: Yes, that is so; I
had in mind the two services. Memhers can
rest assured that Dr. Davis will render
splendid service and the Government are
indeed fo be congratulated upon the selec-
tion they have made. Mr. Fraser mentioned

in the cowrse of his speech In moving the
adoption of the Address-in-reply, that he
hoped most of the financial cmergency legis-
lation would go by the board. Ii may he
that later on we shall ask him to give effect
to his hopes particularly with regard to the
linaneinl emergency tax. 1 take it that his
views are tending in that divection, and I am
eertainly glad that T have at least one con-
vert. With regard to the bulk handling
of wheat, I am pleased that, according to
appearances, that much-debated question
has at last been scttled. I think it was in
1917 or 1918 that the first step was taken
in this State towards seeuring a bulk hand-
ling system in Western Australia. Per-
haps some members of this Chamber know
that a Bill for that purpose was defeated
in the Legislative Council by one vote. Tt
was rather disappoiniing at the time be-
cause a free grant of £3G4,000 had been
made available by the Federal Government
of the day in order to establish a system
of bulk storage in this State. Naturally
the bulk storage scheme would have devel-
oped into a bulk handling proposition. Had
the Couneil aceepted the legislation at that
time, there is no doubt that we would have
cone a long way with bulk handling in
this State, and we would have had the ter-
minals ereeted by now without any cost
to the State. Unfortunately that free grant
of £364,000 was definitely lost to us. Since
that time, vear after year there have been
Royal Comamissions, select committers, in-
guiries of all sorts dealing with varions
phases of bulk handling: deputations have
waited upon Ministers; experts and others
have visited the Eastern States in order fo
examine the systems operating there. T
commend the members of the latest Rowal
Commission who have reported on the bulk
handling of wheat, and I congratulate them
upon the splendid manner in which they
have carried out their work, T confess that
at the outset T was somewhat doubtful, but
T am now confident that their recommenda-
tions are right and that they point the way
to securing a profit on the handling of
wheat in this State. T trust that the Gov-
ernment will not delay very long before
they give effect to the recommendations
of the Roval Commission. I realise that
it is a tremendous problem, and I appre-
ciate the unfortunate position of the Gov-
ernment to-day. The Minister for Works
has been taken seriously ill when the ses-
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sion has just commenced. Despile the ditli-
culties that eonfront the Government, I
trust it will not be long before Parliament
will be given an opportunity fo tackle the
problem and that the whole question will
he dealt with finally before the session ends.
I trust that the future will see more con-
sideration extended by the (overnment to
the producers. During the past two and
a half years, there has not been too much
consideration extended to them. .Althourh
some measires have been placed hefore
Parliament, in the interests of the produc-
ers, the (iovernment can well afford to
give further serious eonsideration to the
position of the agricultural industry. Hun-
dreds of settlers have left their properties
during the past vear and many of them
were reallv good men who would have suve-
ceeded had they had a reasonable oppor-
tunity to do so. If land settlement is to
continue in Western Australia, that condi-
tion of affairs will make for difficultics in
the future. Should there he a reviva! of
agricultural activities, it may be found thot
suitable men will be seareer in the future.
I trust that the work of the present session
will be in the best interests of the tax-
pavers as a whole, and that the futnre of
the State will be brighter and more pros-
perous than it has been during the past
few years.

Question put and passed;
adopted.

the .\ddress

BILL—SUFPLY (No. 1} £2,200,000.
Reeeived from the Assembly and read a
first time.

BILL—BUILDERS’ REGISTRATION,
Ads to Reinstatement of Order.

Message from the Assembly received and
read requesting that the consideration of a
Bill for an Aect relating to the qualification
and registration of builders, to eonstitute
a board in relation thereto, and for other
purposes connected therewith, which lapsed
during last session of Parliament, wmizht be
resumed by the Legislative Council.

Houve adjourned at 6 p.m,

Regislative HBssembly,

Tuesday, Gth August, 193J.
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The SPEAKER took the Chuir at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

MOTIONS (2)—CONDOLENCE,

The late Ay, H. A. C. Griffiths, M.L..1.,
the late Mr. .|, E. Piesse, M.L.-l.

THE PREMIER (Hon. 1’. Collier—Boul-
der) [4.32]: Since the House met last ses-
sion we have experienced two sad losses. In
the death of Messrs. Griffiths and Piesse we
have lost two old and valued friends. Mr.
Griiliths rvepresented York from 1914 to
1921 and represented Avon from 1924 until
his death, Mr. Griffiths was a most conseien-
fious, industrious member of this Iouse.
He ulways had the interests of the State
at heart, and I think it will be agreed that
he never spared himself in the service of
the State. Mr. Piesse sueceeded his brother,
Mr. F. H. Piesse, in 1909 as member for
Katanning. He represented Katanning until
1914, was re-elected in 1430, and held the
seat until his death. To thosze of us who
have heen in the House for long, long years,
the name of IPiesse is familiar. Since re-
sponsible Gevernment, in 1890, I think there
has always been a member of the family
either in this House or in another place. The
first member of the family to be elected to
the Parliament of this State, Mr. F, H.
Pie~se, whom I remember so well when T
entered this Heuse as a young man, he then
oceupying a seat on the cross-henches, was
retirned to the first of onr Parliaments in
15M). He was appointed a Minister in 1896,
and temained in Parliament until 1909, Mr,
C. . Piesgze, familiarly and popularly
known as Charlie Miesse, was a member of
another ploce for many vears. He was

and



